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Messiah Memos 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440.331.2405  +  church@messiahfairview.org  +  MessiahFairview.org 

 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

 

June  

2022 

 

Worship at Messiah 
 

Saturday 
June 4 & 18, July 2 & 16 

5:30 pm Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10 am Holy Communion 
 

**Beginning May 29: Holy Com-
munion services at 8:30 & 10 am 
  

 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 

8 am—4 pm 
 

 

+ + + 
 

 

Contact Information 
Do you need to update your contact 
information with the church office? 
Update your information at 
www.tinyurl.com/MLCUpdateMe 
or update by phone or email. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
 

We move on Memorial Day 
weekend—Sunday, May 

29—to our summer schedule. The ear-

ly service continues as always at 8:30. 
The late service begins at 10 a.m. Sun-

day morning education events will be 
suspended until after Labor Day. Satur-

day evening services continue at 5:30 
pm twice a month. Please join us each 

Sunday after both services for Lemon-
ade on the Lawn, a time of fellowship 
on the front lawn; beginning June 5.  

FAMILY NIGHTS  
Wednesday, June 15 @ 6 pm 

 

Family Nights is BACK in person! Join 

us on Wednesday, June 15th at 6pm at 
Messiah to celebrate as one big family.  

Come together with your friends and 
family to Eat, Play, and Pray.  
 

Eat… Dinner is on us! Come at 6 pm 

for a fully cooked meal for the family -

served until 6:30. 
 

Play…The gym opens at 6:30 for activi-

ty time for the younger ones to have 
fun and burn off some steam. 
 

Pray… Days are long, but nights can be 

short with a 7 pm devotion to round 
out a one hour 

all-in evening.  
 

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS 

AT CHURCH THIS 

MONTH 
 

* Sunday, June 5: The Festival of 

Pentecost. Otherwise known as 

the Church’s birthday. This is the 

great day when the Holy Spirit fell 
on Jesus’ first followers in Jerusa-

lem and filled them with power to 
launch a courageous open witness 
to our Lord’s death and resurrec-

tion for the salvation of all people. 
2,000 years later the witness    

continues in every corner of the 
world, including our own. The 

color of the day is red—the color 
of fiery, blazing faith in Jesus, our 
risen and ascended Lord. You 

might include some red in what 
you wear to church that day, 
 

* Sunday, June 12: The Festival 

of the Holy Trinity. This day 

marks the midpoint of the church 
year. In the first half we recalled 
the ministry of Jesus from his 

birth to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. In the second the focus to 

what all this means for our lives 
as Christ’s people today. We start 

by remembering the wonder and 
mystery of who God is: the One 
in Three and Three in One, Fa-

ther, Son, and Holy  Spirit, whose 
heart is set on making all things 

new and right and good forever. 
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
 

Early this year, the ELCA announced the cancellation 
of the ELCA Gathering on their various social media 
platforms.  
 

This news breaks all of our hearts. Even so, we must 
continue forward, and we will not let our combined    

efforts in planning and fundraising go to waste. 
MYGroup is pivoting our focus toward providing a 

more local service-based trip for our MYGroup this 
summer. Changing our plans will take time, delibera-

tion, and much prayer. Thank you for your patience as 
we work through our options, and we welcome your  
input. 
 

Want to get involved in the High School Youth Group? 
Contact Mr. Henderson at ahenderson@messiahfp.org. 
 

Peace, 
 

Adonai Henderson 

Messiah Youth Group Director 

PASTOR SETH STUDY LEAVE 
 

Pastor Seth will be traveling with 35 other    
Lutherans from across the state of  Ohio on a 
Study Trip. The trip will begin in Vienna, and 

include stops in Prague, Salzburg, the once a 
decade Passion Play in Oberammergau,      

Germany, and several days in and around    
Wittenberg, Germany.  Please pray for a safe 

and educational experience for all who will be 
traveling together during this trip. 
 

If  you need Pastoral attention while Pastor 
Seth is away, don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
Pastor Burce at 216-469-7863. 

LAUNDRY LOVE! 
 

Date: May 26 & June 30 

Time: 6pm-8pm 

Where: Leo's Laundromat (20210 Lorain Rd.) 
 

Laundry Love is not a      
service project or something 

you do "to” or "for” people. 
It’s an expression of loving 
your neighbor. On the last Thursday of every 

month, Messiah Church provides the commu-
nity with clean laundry free of charge, a     

wonderful meal, and the opportunity to meet 
some new friends. 

  

Students, attain the life 

you're called to live. The 
Pierstorf College Fund   
offers zero-interest educa-

tional loans to Lutherans 
living in the State of Ohio. Students must be enrolled full

-time in a four-year undergraduate program at any      
accredited college or university. Explore academic     

pursuits, discover your unique gifts, and grow in the 
Spirit with yearly loans of up to $3,000.  
 

Applications remain open until June 30, 2022. For 

more information and to apply, visit Pierstorf.org. 
 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL  

DAY CAMP 
 

Vacation Bible School Day Camp at Messiah 
Lutheran. Our theme this year is Boundless: 
God Beyond Measure (Ephesians 3:18-19).    

      

August 1st – 5th 

 Rising 1st –  Rising 6th grade 

9 am—3 pm; $100 
 

Rising Preschool 4s & Rising K 

9 am— noon; $50 
  

Camp Registration limited to 50 campers 

Sign-up at tinyurl.com/MLCVBS22 
 

Volunteer Opportunities are Available,  
Sign-up at tinyurl.com/VBSVolunteer22 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday Evenings, 8pm via Zoom 

 

The Thursday Evening Bible Study is 

reading The Ragamuffin Gospel: 
Good News for the Bedraggled, Beat-

Up, and Burnt Out by Brennan    
Manning. Copies of this excellent 

book are available online or at your favorite book       
distributor. 
 

Looking for a new way to grow as a Christian?  

Request Zoom invite at sbridger@messiahfp.org. 

https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Brennan-Manning/e/B000APBRR0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1649878338&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Brennan-Manning/e/B000APBRR0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1649878338&sr=8-1
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From the Pastor— 
 

Some days ago, as part of a final 

lap with Messiah’s Wednesday 
morning Bible class, I launched a 

quick tour of St. Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians. I had a particular goal in mind. It 

was for us to notice how Easter both anchors and 
shapes what Paul has to say to the people he’s 
writing to.  
 

Two things jumped out at me as we began read-

ing. The first of them is true of all Paul’s letters. 
He takes Easter for granted as a fact of life. He  

assumes that the people he’s writing to are doing 
the same. The resurrection of the crucified Jesus is 
beyond question. So is his living presence in the 

world today as Lord and Christ—the Ultimate 
Authority, as you might say, and, better still, a 

Ruler whose mind is forever set on rescuing the 
people he died to save. 
 

The second thing that struck me is how fond Paul 
is of those people at Philippi—though “fond” is 

far too weak a word. He treasures them. He 
thanks God for them with an honest thanks that 

all but gushes. He sees and names them as Christ’s 
own people. He overflows with confidence and 
hope for them. “God has begun a good work in 

you,” he says. “He will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ”—the great and final day, 

as you and I might say. 
 

In the moment this passage was being read at the 

Bible study I looked at the fifteen or so faces lined 
up on the Zoom screen and saw in them what 

Paul was seeing so long ago in those Philippians. 

It’s what I’ve also been seeing for almost twenty-
eight years, Sunday after Sunday, from the altar or 

the pulpit at Messiah. There they’ve sat or stood 
as the case may be, baptized person upon baptized 

person in whom God has begun a good work that 
he means to complete. Paul’s word for them is 

“saints.” I credit the Holy Spirit for making this 
my favorite word for all of you too. It’s a true 
word where you’re concerned. True, because the 

Christ who died to make it so is alive and with us 
to keep it that way. “You are his people and the 

sheep of his pasture,” as the Psalmist says. To 
which the Good Shepherd adds ever so quickly: 

“Nothing and nobody will snatch them from my 
hand.” 
 

This time next year, when you’re in the middle of 
another Easter season, I trust and pray that you’ll 

remember these things. I pray even more that 
you’ll allow your faith in Christ to shape your   
vision the way this same faith shapes Paul’s. Look 

around you at church on a Sunday. Notice how 
special these people are that you’re keeping    

company with. Take it for granted that God is  
doing his great Easter work in each of them. Take 

a moment to thank God for giving them to you, 
and you to them, so that you can sing and pray 

and work together to the praise and glory of Christ 
and of the God and Father who raised from the 
dead. 
 

I pray that all of you will continue to find the 

same joy in each other that I’ve found in you over 
the years when I remember these things and think 
about them. 
 

—Pr. Burce 

FROM THE PASTOR 

It has been 8 years since our last photo directory for Messiah.  We have a great opportunity for your   
family to participate.  Messiah has contracted with Universal Church Directories, headquartered in 

Mansfield, Ohio.  Our photo dates at Messiah are: 
 

July 29 & 30   August 17 through 20 
 

Pr. Seth is working with a team to organize this program. Dates and times for your family to register will 
be posted in the near future. We are grateful for the volunteers who already expressed an interest in   
helping when we advertised in our midweek memo last month. 
 

Much more information will be forth coming.  Please check your calendars to begin making arrange-
ments with your family for your photoshoot. 

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY FOR MESSIAH IS COMING 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Hospitality Evangelism 

Guides & Grows Lutheran 

Education at Messiah 
 

Last month I attended a 2-day Admissions Summit 

at Lutheran High School West. Over 40 Lutheran 
School Admissions workers gathered from several 

states to talk about the important ministry we have 
introducing students and their families to excellence 
in Lutheran education. Part of the seminar included 

reflection on how we define the work we do. I   
consider my role as Messiah School’s Admission 

Coordinator to be primarily one of Hospitality 
Evangelism. Speaking biblically, hospitality is    

welcoming strangers and friends alike.  
 

Hospitality grows from earnest witness and invita-
tion to those outside the church's walls, including 

prospective students and their families. It means 
demonstrating Christ-like love to the community in 

and around our church and school. Hospitality is a 
sacred duty. It’s not simply sharing of our 
knowledge of the gospel, but of our lives redeemed, 

transformed, and sustained by the grace of God. 
With so many people drowning in the noise of    

culture (social media, video games, movies, and 
music) our inquiring/prospective families are seek-

ing a relational connection with Messiah Church 
and School, and they want to hear something      
authentic.  
 

When I give tours of our church and school      
campus, I serve as a guide. Guides position them-

selves as helpers, as people who can assist on a 
journey. Parents who ask deep questions about 

their children’s education are looking for guides 
who will walk beside them, who are willing to take 
their questions, engage in conversation, and point 

out helpful markers along the way. I do this by 
“telling the story” of Messiah Church and School to 

every visitor–about our history, our caring commu-
nity, our loving staff. Jesus was the master storytell-

er, and He is the center of all that we do at Messiah 
School. Staff and students together are all on the 
path to become more generous, compassionate, 

hopeful, and merciful people (or, in other words, 
more like Jesus!) 
 

Since January we have had over 70 inquiries from 
Preschool through Middle School. Tours for the 

2022-23 school year will continue throughout the 
summer. If you know someone who is looking for a 

faith-filled, engaging, and dynamic Christian 
School for their child or grandchild, please have 

them contact me at 440-331-6553 or at 
jsnyder@messiahfp.org. I would love to “tell the 

Messiah story” and guide them around our beauti-
fully-maintained campus.  
 

The 2021-22 school year concludes with lots of fun 

activities; a Glow Dance (think hundreds of glow 
sticks), Field Day, and the Last Day of School/8th 

Grade Graduation. Our children have enjoyed field 
trips to the Zoo, Lake Erie Nature Center, and  
Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation/

Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan. It’s been 
a terrific year of friendships, personal growth, and 

academic gains. Your generosity through church 
offerings and targeted Messiah School gifts makes 

this awesome ministry of Christian Education    
possible for our children. Giving is an act of faith, 
and it is impossible to say “thank you” too often, 

so Thank YOU for supporting Messiah Lutheran 
School!  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Your Sister in Christ,  

Janice Snyder,  
Admissions Coordinator 
jsnyder@messiahfp.org   

440-331-6553   

mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org


 5 

 

Sunday, May 15th we celebrated as nine Confirmation students "Affirmed their Baptism" during the 11 am 

worship service. Thanks be to God for each of them.  
 

Thank you to all who attended the 11 am worship service on May 15th in support of the young people 

and blessing to each of the families as their young person continues on in faith here within the Messiah 
community.   

 
Congratulations to: 

 

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS 

Anna Elizabeth Biacsi 
Nigel James Dempsey Copeland 

Madelyn Kate Kandrach 

Aliciana Heaven Medina 

Paige Liliana Neumann 
Maya Lyn Parrott 

Jacob Donald Reynolds 
Isabella Betty Russ 

Nolan Joseph Seagro 

(not pictured) 

A THOUGHT FOR PENTECOST AND AN EXPLANATION OF WHY WE DO WHAT 

WE DO AT MESSIAH CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
 

“Neither you nor I could ever know anything of Christ, or believe in him and take him as our Lord, un-

less these were first offered to us and bestowed on our hearts through the preaching of the Gospel by the 
Holy Spirit. The work is finished and completed, Christ has acquired and won the treasure for us by his 
sufferings, death, and resurrection, etc. But if the work remained hidden and no one knew of it, it would 

have been all in vain, all lost. In order that this treasure might not be buried but put to use and enjoyed, 
God has caused the Word to be published and proclaimed, in which he has given the Holy Spirit to offer 

and apply to us this treasure of salvation.” 
 

—Martin Luther 

in the Large Catechism 

A THOUGHT FOR PENTECOST 
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COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Administration & Finance Committee 
 

The Administration & Finance committee has 
oversight responsibility for the following areas:  

salaries & benefits, finance, audit, endowment, 
physical  facilities, administration & staffing, stew-
ardship, and governance.  Standing committees to 

support oversight include the Board of Trustees, 
the  Endowment Committee, and the Stewardship   

committee. Working with leadership in the Church 
office and School, we oversee appropriate staffing 

resources and make recommendations to Council 
for new positions.  Recent additions to improve 
operations include the Technology Coordinator, 

Building Manager, and Collections Manager. We 
also oversee the annual Stewardship campaign. 
 

Our committee is responsible for producing the   

annual budget that is submitted to the Congrega-
tion for adoption at our annual meeting as well as 
reviewing monthly reporting to ensure responsible 

uses of resources. Working with the Building Man-
ager and Trustees, we monitor the physical facili-

ties and determine funding resources for planned 
and emergency repairs, upkeep, and refurbishing. 
 

Current member of Administration and Finance 

are: 

• Steven Swanson, chair – member of Messiah 

since 2000.  Currently serving a second 3-year 
term on Council and the A&F committee.  In 
past years, served on the Mission & Ministry 

committee.  Prior to the pandemic, served as a 
communion assistant and usher.  Has also    

coordinated and participated in clothing drives,   
outreach with the former Near West Nest, 

citywide Homeless Standdown day, Fairview 
Park Summerfest, and numerous Cleveland   

Indians and Browns concession stand. Daugh-
ter Nicole is a graduate of Messiah school and 

Lutheran West. 
• Alan Parrot, Council President – member of 

Messiah since the early 2000’s.  Currently com-
pleting a second term as a member of the A&F 
committee.  Employed at PNC in technology 

with prior experience at National City and First 
Merit.  Wife Colleen is a life-long Messiah 

member and school graduate.   
• Jim Quayle, Council Treasurer – member of 

Messiah for 12 years.  Currently completing a 
second term on Council and A&F committee.  
Also serving on the Messiah School Board.  A 

retired CPA with significant experience in     
financial management. Three children are grad-

uates of Messiah school.  Two have graduated 
from Lutheran West and the other is currently 

in her freshman year at West. 
• Jay Machado – member of Messiah for the past 

three years. First time Council member and  

also serves as an offering counter and is part of 
the transition team.  A CPA with financial 

leadership roles at both public and private  
companies.  Father of two daughters. 

• Sharon Ratvasky – long time Messiah member 
serving an initial term on Council and the A&F 
Committee.  Also part of the transition team.  

Participates in many church activities including 
lemonade on the lawn during the summer 

months.  Married to Tom and has three       
children. 

 

Dear Pr. Burce, 
 

Please convey my deep gratitude to the members of Messiah for their support of our efforts to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Ukraine.  It means a great deal to me that you shared this effort 
with them and that they responded. 
 

Frankly, Nika and I have been humbled and amazed by the support this effort has garnered; well beyond 
the membership of St. Mark’s. 
 

May God bless you and the saints at Messiah, and may he bring a swift end to this terrible war. 
 

In Christ, 

Rob Spicer 

A THANK YOU FROM ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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JUNE 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

29 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

30 
 

No School 

Messiah Church 

& School Office 

Closed 

31 
 

Preschool 3  

Last Day of 

School 

1 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

6:30p PTL  

Meeting 

7p Bible Study 

 

2 
 

8p Bible Study 

8p Brass  

Rehearsal 

3 
 

Preschool 4  

Last Day of 

School 

4 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

(Potluck) 

5 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

10a Holy  

Communion 

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 

K—8 

Last Day of 

School 
 

2:30p Chapel 

7p Messiah 

School  

Graduation 

 

9 
 

8p Bible Study 

 

10 11 

12 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

10a Holy  

Communion 

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

13 
 

7p Church  

Council Meeting 

14 15 
 

6p Family Night 

(in-person) 

16 
 

8p Bible Study 

17 
 

18 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

19 
 

 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

10a Holy  

Communion 

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

20 
 

 

21 22 
 

 

23 
 

8p Bible Study 

24 25 
 

 

26 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

10a Holy  

Communion 

Lemonade on the 

Lawn  

27 
 

7p Trustees 

Meeting 

28 29 

 
 

 

30 
 

6p Laundry Love 

8p Bible Study 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Messiah Memos 

                    PR. BURCE RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
 

Thank you for the overwhelming responses to Pastor Burce's Retirement   

celebration. We are very close to capacity. The only way to RSVP is to speak 

to Danielle Twigg directly. Danielle is in the church office on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. We are working on organizing an additional 

open house on June 23 from  4—6:30pm. More details to follow. 
 

If you are not able to be with us on July 31; here are other times to catch 

Pastor Burce on his farewell tour:  

* Ascension Day, May 26, 7 pm service, followed by a wine and cheese      

reception  
 

* Saturday, June 4: 5:30 pm Saturday evening worship, followed by a       

potluck. We kindly ask that you bring a side dish to share. 
 

* Lemonade on the Lawn: Pastor Burce is attending each Lemonade on the 

Lawn throughout the month of  June. 
 


